T#  the-  Chairman  and  Members  ref  the  Sodgef iolxl 
Rural  District  Council, 


Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present 

an  interim  report  for  the  year  1939,  this  being  as  requested  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health  in  Circular  2067  dated  the  19th  July, 1940 

General  Statistics. 

Area ;  39 , 912  acres , 

P/sp  u  la  t  i  on  ■  32,301, 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  Dec . 31st , 1939 ;  8,907. 

Rat fable  Value;  £115,973, 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  ate;  £435, 
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Birth  Rate;-  17.36, 

Death  Rate'-  All  causes  11.31, 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age;-  35 
Death-rate  per  1000  births;-  Legitimate  65.4 

Illegitimate  3.74 
Infantile  Mortality  Rata-;  -  62,27 


Causes  of  Death. 

A 11  causes  o#o  ...  ,,« 

Measles  ,,,  ...  ,.. 

whooping  Cough,  ...  ...  . . . 
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Encephalitis  Lethargica  ...  ... 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system, 
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Other  digestive  diseases 
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Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY :  • 
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Lab  oratory  W ork . 

The  under -mentioned  table  shows  the  use  made  of  it  du:  in;;  the  year  5 
Bacteriological  Examinations  fop-  Positive,  Negative,  Total, 
Tubercle  Bacillus  3  32  35 

Diphtheria  .Bacillus  ,  .  ,  10  33 
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The  following  figures  represent  the  work  carried  out  by  the 
local  authority  during  tne  year  \ - 


Th r  oa  t  Swa  b  s  t a  1  c e n 


Nasal 


369 


Prophylactic  Injections  of  diphtheria 


ant  1  ~ t  ox  m  g  1  von 


V i r u 1 en c  e  T e s t s 


91 


.  .  Nil 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 


WATER . 


mi.., 

-LlU; 


he  quality  of  the  water  supplied  by  the  Durham  County 
Later  Board  leaves  nothing  to  be  desired,  and  has  not  been  analysed 
by  this  Authority  during  the  year.  The  supply  generally  is 
abundant  and  the  shortages  previously  complained  of  have  been 
removed  by  the  Durham  County  Water  Board  laying  additional  mains. 


Prevalence  of  and  Conk  b:.  over  Infectious  Diseases 


SCARLET  FEVER, 

48  cases  of  Scarlet  Fcber  were  notified  during  1939  as  against 
61  for  1938. 

43  cases  wore  admitted  to  hospital  and  all  recovered. 
DIPHTHERIA. 

During  1939,  66  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified  as  against 
88  in  1938,  7  deaths  occurred. 
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CONTROL  OF  INF LOT I ON. 

All  cases  were  notifiod  by  telephone  and  removed  without 
delay  ta  your  hospital. 

.  As  in  the  past  five  years,  the  throats  of  all  'contacts' 
were  swabbed  in  order  to  detect  any  'carriers'  and  injections  of 
anti -toe in  offered  free  of  charge. 

Ninety-one  injections  of  anti~tc%;in  were  given  to 
diphtheria  'cont-cts'  mainly  children,  and  369  throat  swabs  taken. 

All  'carriers'  discovered  were  warned  as  to  their  condition  and 
'swabbed*  until  free  from  infection.  Virulence  tests  were  carried 
out  in  the  case  of  pc:  s  stent  'carriers'. 

ACTIVE  INNUNIEATIOi;  AC  FUST  DIPHTHERIA. 

Free  public  artificial  immunization  against  diphtheria  is 
available  to  all  i  osidwnts  in  the  Sedgofield  j iural  District. 

This  service  has  been  well  advertised  and  is  carried  out 
by  the.  fa  ily  d'eto;  s  under  agreement  with  the  Council. 

THE  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. . 

One  limdrod  and  fifteen  cases  were  admitted  to  your  Isolation 
Hospital  during  1939  as  against  one  hundred  and  fifty- one  in  1938. 

Admissions  were  as  follows.*- 

( a )  Fr om  Sodgof i e Id  Ru r a 1  District?- 


43 

cases 

of 

Scarlet  Fever. 

66 

c  as  e  s 

of 

Diphtheria  . 

5 

cases 

of 

Pneumonia. 

1  case  of  Cerebr o-Spinal  Fever 


CANCER. 


During  1939,  Cancer  was  given  as  the  cause  of  death  in  38 
cases,-  as  against  40  cases  in  1938. 

Two  occurred  between  the  age  of  30  and  45  years, 

45  and  65  years  and  13  over  65  years. 


18  between 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS. 

This  continues  to  to  satisfactory.  No  cases  of  wilful  neglect 
to  notify  occurred  during  the  year.  There  were  16  deaths  from  all  xorms 


of  tuberculosis ,  all  of  which  were  notified  during  life. 


Mr  Chairman,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  in  concluding  my  report,  I 
desire  to  tha.nl'.  fill  mem iors  of  the  C ounc il  and  oho ii  stafx  foi  the 
valuable  help  and  encouragement  they  have  ax  forded  me  througnou  t  the 
year. 


•'  ( 


I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 
a  obedient  servant, 
T.C.V.HINDHAUGH. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


TUEERCUL OSIB  (New  cases  and  Mortality  During  1939). 
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